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Missoula Community Chorus

2008 Case Statement

Mission 

The Missoula Community Chorus, a non-audition choir, provides singers and audiences an educational, cultural, and recreational resource through a wide range of great choral music. 
Vision 

We envision having a positive impact on our community as one of the major choral groups in Missoula.  We envision expanding our programs to include outreach to senior citizens and youth.  We envision offering education programs for audiences.  We envision participating in joint projects with other music/arts/non-profit organizations in an effort to increase our involvement with the community. 
BACKGROUND

The Missoula Community Chorus (MCC) was formed in 2001. The first rehearsal was held September 13th, 2001, two days after the 9/11 attacks.  The chorus participated in the community response to that event and from that day, we have promoted community building through music
Socializing is an important aspect of participation and 75% of chorus members nationwide agreed that they develop new friendships with members of their chorus.  Many assert that singing with the chorus gives them confidence to increase their social network elsewhere.  Several singers noted that MCC provided them with support in times of personal crisis. 


VALUES
There are two paramount values that make us one-of-a-kind in Missoula.

The first is that we are committed to non-auditioned membership.  The Missoula Community Chorus accepts singers of widely varying skills and provides them the opportunity to participate in a large chorus with high expectations of musical quality that produces polished programs.  

The second is a commitment to affordable choral membership and performances.  We believe in the power of music to nurture and enrich and want to ensure that we do not create economic barriers to that experience. 
Results and Impact

Approximately 360 singers age sixteen and up have participated in MCC over the past seven years.   

As evidenced by increasing audience size, there has been a dramatic increase in the quality of performances each year.  Audiences for the Missoula Community Chorus concerts have grown from 175 people at the first concert to 375 people at the most recent performance.  

Over 400 people in rural communities have been reached through the outreach program to rural communities that provide Messiah performances on site.  
In excess of 1000 people have been recipients of performances by the Chamber Chorale since its inception in 2006.  The Chamber Chorale has repeatedly been invited to sing at the annual President’s Christmas Party for the University of Montana, the Missoula Mayor’s annual Christmas party, and at parties for Smurfit-Stone Corporation, Missoula Country Club, the Missoula Business Women’s Network, Missoula Rotary Club, Montana Rail Link, Darby Excellence Fund, Darby Library Board, and others.
LEADERSHIP

The hiring of a part-time professional staff with an outstanding record of artistic achievement was the result of increased annual financial support and fundraising.  Dr. Ronald Wilcott serves as the Conductor/Artistic Director for the organization.  Dr. Wilcott’s extensive experience with over 35 years as music educator, choral conductor, and vocal teacher, combined with his ability to gently challenge individuals to achieve their best has propelled the chorus toward excellence.  
Principal Accompanist Alice Williams provides flawless keyboard skills for rehearsals and concerts. She has served as organist for the University Congregational Church for over 25 years and she studied organ with John Ellis at the University of Montana
Following five years under volunteer Executive Director, Robbin Rose, the transition to paid staff was made in 2007 by hiring a Chorus Manager with experience in Arts Administration, Kathy Settevendemie.  Kathy studied Arts Administration at Indiana University, served as the executive director of Alaska Arts in Education and has served on boards of arts organizations.  
PARTNERSHIPS
The Missoula Community Chorus has ongoing community partnerships with Missoula County Public Schools, Loyola Sacred Heart High School, University of Montana, Sweet Adelines, Community Band, and the Missoula Children’s Theatre.

The chorus has received continuing financial support from very generous business sponsors including: Mullan Trail Realty, US Bank, Costco, Shipping Depot, J R Associates, A&E Architects and Smurfit Stone Container Enterprises.
Summary of impact
· Missoula Community is having a positive impact on the lives of singers.  They feel emotionally nurtured, musically challenged, and welcome as individuals.  
· Social isolation is being reduced.  


· Audiences have more than doubled.  

· Fifteen major concerts have been given.   

· MCC has increased visibility through its outreach programs and has expanded the target audiences to surrounding communities.  

· Concert tickets remain reasonably priced with individual tickets at $6 and family prices at $15.

· Professional staff have been hired and retained.

CURRENT Funding sources
The current budget for the Missoula Community Chorus is $40,500 annually.  Sources of income are shown in the graph below.  Many of the operating costs of MCC have a direct dollar effect back to the Missoula community.  100% of the Board gives to MCC annually.
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How will your gift make a difference?


We aim to raise $10,000 in community support this year.  Your generous contribution today will ensure that MCC continues providing the community of Missoula and the surrounding areas with opportunity for participation and for listening to great choral music.  Your contribution will keep people singing!   You can make the difference!  We hope you will join us in building a community where everyone is welcome and where music allows people to transcend themselves and become part of accomplishing something wonderful and larger than themselves.  Won’t you join us?





 “I never sang at all before this, and I didn’t read music.  Now I can and do sing and read music weekly.  It is wonderful fun and I’ve met many new wonderful, talented people.  This has also helped me through the grief of my son’s death and I am alive again because I sing.”  Becky Duffner (member)














“In the space of a couple of years, I lost my beloved mother, long-time Missoula resident Mary Taylor.  I was divorced and I moved from a community where I had dwelled for 34 years.  Missoula Community Chorus provided the positive, affirming and joyful activity of sharing glorious music with wonderful people that has helped me begin healing.  Thank you!” Beth Taylor-Wilson (member)








Contributions


Program Sponsors


Caroling


Wine Event


Raffle


Singing Valentines


Concert income


Program advertising


Singer fees


Board giving





“There is an inner need in every human being to create.  Producing fine choral music is how we create.  If we are denied that chance to create, our life is made more shallow and barren.  To secure a depth of feeling and emotional expression, music has few peers.” Phil Stauffer (MCC Board)  
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